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Term 4, Week 1 Achieve With Pride           9th October 2014 

Calendar of Events 
   

 October 11th 

 Working Bee—9:00am start 

 
 October 14th 

 P&C Meeting—6:30pm 

 

 October 16th 

 2015 Kindergarten Orientation 

 

 October 23rd 

 2015 Kindergarten Orientation 

 
 October 27th 

 Song Room Performance —

Singleton Civic Centre 

 
 October 30th 

 2015 Kindergarten Orientation 

 

 November 1st  

 Cinema Under The Stars 

 
 November 6th 

 RAW Art Educational Program 

 
 November 7th 

 Swimming for Sport—Branxton 

Pool 

 
 November 10th—21st 

 Intensive Swim Program 

 
 November 11th 

 P&C Meeting—6:30pm 

  

Welcome Back!!!!! 
A very warm welcome to all our   families, as we 

begin the last term of the year. Term 4 is          

historically a very hectic term but we look      

forward to the many activities and challenges it 

holds for us. Many activities are planned for   

students with the Song Room Concert – ‘True 

Colours’ being held at the Singleton Civic       

Centre in conjunction with other schools who 

have benefited from the Song Room program.  

Students will again be experiencing the skill and 

enjoyment of Music Viva. Raw Art group will  

stimulate our students for a day with art          

activities. Swimming for sport and intensive 

swimming will also soon be with us. Nominations 

and voting for 2015 School Captains will be  

carried out soon. And of course, our annual 

concert and presentation  preparations. 

Our P&C also add to the enjoyment of this final 

term with a variety of functions including        

another Cinema Under the Stars evening – 

Looking  forward to this!!! 

The staff also has many tasks to perform above 

and beyond preparing lessons and teaching 

our students. Evaluation of teaching strategies,  

resources and content of lessons will be        

continued as well as the update of student   

performance which will be communicated to 

parents via the Semester Two Report. A three 

year strategic plan needs to be developed and 

be linked to the criteria set by the Department’s 

Schools excellence Framework.  Our Annual 

School Report needs also to be finalised as well 

as a multitude of administrative tasks. Staff  

complete the year with 2 Staff Development 

Days after students begin their Christmas break.  
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School Planning 
A new system for school planning has 

been introduced this year. It is quite       

different in its focus. It stems from a 

shared school community vision for our 

school, the reasoning for this vision and 

the       development of pathways for 

getting there. 

As usual we will be seeking ideas and   

perspectives from our community,     

therefore in the near future a simple      

survey will be forwarded to you to      

complete. The results of these will allow 

us to better develop a shared direction 

for our school, develop a more rele-

vant 3 Year Strategic Plan and also to 

improve other aspects of our function. 

The key features of the new planning    

system are – 

 the need to identify 3 strategic       

directions that will drive ongoing 

growth and         development of 

our school; 

 the determination of the purpose 

of each strategic direction before             

considering what will be achieved 

or how this may be undertaken; 

 recognising the importance of     

working with students, staff and he 

community in building a shared      

understanding and vision required 

to achieve sustained growth; 

 the development of a systematic   

focus on planning involving      

regular and routine monitoring of 

the          effectiveness of the plan; 

 r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  c h a n g i n g           

conditions in school allowing for 

ongoing adjustments to   ensure 

the plan reflects real school      

scenarios. 

 Step 1 – The school engages with 

its community to create a shared 

long term vision for school       

function; 

 Step 2 – The school develops and 

publishes a Three Year Strategic 

Plan; 

 Step 3 – School designs and            

implements an annual process for 

monitoring and evaluating the 

school plan. 

Although many of the strategies and 

processes in this new planning scheme 

are the same or very similar to what 

has been employed before it is the  

redirected focus or perspective that 

varies. By focusing on long term         

ambitions this new approach has the 

potential to deliver fundamental 

change. 

2015 Enrolments 
At this stage we have a possible 58 

students enrolled for next year. We are 

very pleased to be further away from 

the lower end of the fifties as this may 

put a teaching position at risk.          

Although great to have more students 

this again brings about awkward  

numbers in some grades so that when 

we look to create classes we can see 

that there could be an imbalance. At 

times we have been able to keep our 

individual grades together and   

sometimes we have split a grade. In 

the recent past Yr.4 have been split 

across two classes and this year it has 

been Year One. These recent divisions 

have been quite positive. There are 

always pros and cons for whatever  

organisation we employ but the basic 

ideal is to create the best learning   

environment for each child. As we 

move through the term and our    

numbers are confirmed to a greater 

degree we will develop classes in   

collaboration with the parent body so 

there are no surprises and all can 

have the opportunity for input toward 

the organisation of classes. 
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School APP 
Our new Smartsphone School App 

should be LIVE in a couple of weeks. 

This App will be available for Apple and 

Android networks. 

Kidsmatter 
The staff will be updated this term in 

component two of our KidsMatter  

training. They will also be developing 

specific lessons along with appropriate 

resources to be implemented             

immediately in 2015. The lessons will be 

based on the program ‘Bounce Back’ 

which focuses on wellbeing and        

resilience.  

We have a school action team which 

comprised of staff and parents –     

however, a number of parents had to 

withdraw for very substantial reasons. 

Therefore we are looking for volunteers 

to join this team so that a thorough two 

way communicat ion of  what           

Kidsmatter is about and how we are 

trying to assist the students to become 

more robust and resilient in everyday 

life is being carried out – and also what 

our community needs from us to further 

their understanding and also to         

communicate their ideas to benefit the 

students. 

If you are interested please contact Mr 

Douglas  

Working Bee This Saturday  
A number of activities have been 

planned for this Saturday. Much     

p ru n i n g ,  c l e a r i n g  an d  s om e            

chain-sawing – along with a general 

tidy up of school grounds. If you are 

able to help dispose of off- cuts please 

pop in with ute, truck or trailer. 

Also decoration of the playground with 

cement painted designs will also be 

carried out. So if you have a steady 

hand or flair with paint please make 

yourself known to Ms Maxwell on the 

day. 

Cake Stall 
A huge thank to all those who helped 

create such delicious delicacies for last 

terms cake stall and also to all those 

who so generously purchased to assist 

the Student Council to raise funds for 

the school. 

Your continued support is greatly      

appreciated. 

Swimming for Sport 
The dates for our Swimming for Sport     

Program are Friday 7th November     

Friday 28th November & Friday 5th    

December. Permission notes are being 

sent home   today. 

 

Statement of Accounts 
Each term the school sends home     

Statement of Accounts. The invoices 

were printed on 8th October, so please          

disregard if your have made a         

payment since. Thank you to those 

families who have already paid. 

 

Presentation Night 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This year’s  
Presentation Night  

and  

visit from Santa  
will be held on 

 
 Friday, 12th  December.   
Commencing at 6:00pm 
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